An endoscopic method for recording DC potentials in the upper gastrointestinal tract.
An endoscopic sensing electrode for measuiring mucosal potential differences along the duodenum, stomach and esophagus is described. Potential profiles were plotted for 31 humans. The profiles of 11 patients with documented carcinoma differed in shape from the profiles of 20 reference subjects with no such documentiation. The profiles of all the reference subjects demonstrated a distinct concave shape with a single pronounced dip. On the other hand, carcinoma profiles did not manifest such a dip but were flattened out and/or manifested an undulatory trend.